


Program Notes

Lynne McIntyre's poem "Gloria of the Earth" mirrors its historical namesake in multiple facets. 
The two key lines, "Glory in the highest" and "and on earth, peace" are included in their original 
Latin form, speaking to the universal and eternal nature of their themes while also evoking a 
lingering celestial memory of ancient history (namely, the Biblical Nativity). In "I Dream of Peace" 
these lines serve as unifying echoes of the text's storied roots. McIntyre focuses on the earth as a 
celestial body, both scientific and mystical, as it exists in its own larger world of the Cosmos. In 
this way the earth is presented in a stunningly mortal perspective; one small being amidst the 
infinite, searching for its place and its purpose. Thus McIntyre evokes the sacred and infinite in 
each of our souls—the earth is both a humble celestial being and an entire world to its own 
lifeforms' universe.

This musical setting employs a compound time signature of grouped threes, subtly evoking the 
rotational heartbeat of this celestial race to which the earth belongs. The piano accompaniment 
features a more three-dimensional rendering of these rotations as the groupings of three are 
sometimes staggered and layered on one another. The tempo of 60 beats per minute follows the 
earth's clock—that graduated division of its own day/night cycle—creating a mathematical 
harmony in that every permutation of rhythm in the piece is some divisible component of earth 
time (dotted quarters, 60bpm; dotted eighths, 120bpm; eighths, 180bpm; sixteenths, 240bpm). The 
piece contains 120 measures; another symbolic component.

The gregorian chant motive of Gloria in excelsis deo is reflected onto the syllable-matching "I, the 
planet of earth, sing Glory!" and further woven into the entire work through a recurring piano 
motive. McIntyre's text and its theme's original source are in effect inseparable. "Gloria of the 
Earth" is a Gloria for modern man, encompassing the sacred and the secular. "I Dream of Peace" 
takes both texts' most lingering sentiment and amplifies it as the eternal-springing hope it is.

As of this writing it is the year 2020, and disease and civil unrest run rampant. Who in this 
unstable time doesn't, at their heart's most intimate corner, long for peace in our shared universe?

                                                                                                                                    —notes by Daniel Elder

About the Composer

Truth into emotion. Emotion into music. Music into emotion. Emotion into truth. Done 
perceptively, this cycle never ends. As a writer and lover of both vocal and instrumental idioms, 
Daniel Elder (b. 1986) delights in crossing the boundaries of these worlds to create music that 
speaks outside its niche. Asked of his style, Daniel’s goal is simple: “In my writing I seek to avoid 
the common focus on 'my voice'—rather I attempt to tap the emotions a poet once put into words, 
or to tell a story with no words at all through the complex feelings of orchestral color. Through 
the pursuit of emotion I chase truth. The notes are merely the language.” Emerging from rural 
Georgia Daniel's music quickly attracted the attention of renowned American choral directors and 
catapulted him to the international stage within three years of writing his first work. His 
catalogue is printed by Carus Verlag, Edition Peters, GIA Publications, Hal Leonard, Walton 
Music, Wingert-Jones Publications, and self-published through J.W. Pepper and SMP Press.



Gloria of the Earth

I, the planet of earth, sing Glory! 
Gloria in excelsis!
Glory to the universe; eternal, boundless universe, 
Who holds me suspended in infinite space; 
Enfolds me with care in my assigned elliptical place. 
I sing Glory!

Glory to brother and sister planets and stars and more;
Each one a new world; 
Each one playing its part, 
And watching my twinkling light in the nighttime sky. 
I sing Glory!

Glory to Power so infinite, Power so vast,
Conducting all through endless, timeless time. 
A Power beyond my mind—I cannot know; 
A Power who yet knows me. 
I sing Glory!

Et in terra pax 
And in one small corner 
Of just one galaxy, 
Around one star, 
I ply my path 
And keep my place, 
And I sing; I sing Glory! 
And I dream, I dream of peace.

Am I the only planet who sings? 
Am I the only planet who dreams? 
I sing of the life I live. 
I sing of the life I give. 
I sing; I sing Glory! 
And I dream, I dream of peace. 
Gloria in excelsis! 
Et in terra pax.

                                                                —Lynne McIntyre
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I DREAM OF PEACE
Daniel Elder (b. 1986)

(ASCAP)

Copyright © 2020 by Daniel Elder • Do not duplicate without permission

commissioned by Collegium Vocale Community Chorus, Kevin Hibbard, Music Director
on the occasion of its sixty-fifth anniversary

Lynne McIntyre (b. 1942)
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And I dream of peace.
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