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Program Notes

There's something of the divine in the narrator of L.J. Sysko's This is how the story ends. It's as if
this being is writing the very story of time with pen on paper. The "magic lines" of both blood
and truth are as one, with the narrator's name written everywhere—yet impossible for us to see.
Speaking of "the end" is a constant riddle, first teased as an answer and later withdrawn as an
impossibility. The ship of memory sails on the sea of time; both elements intriguingly interwoven
in their descriptions as if there's no distinction between the narrator's memory and time itself.
Through it all we are invited to take this journey, although we are helpless to intuit its ultimate
destination. Fleet as Time reinforces the paradox of mortality and divinity by musically
juxtaposing the elements of both. As the chorus speaks the narrator's wordsfand lends them a
linear, logical, and human perspective brimming with romanticism, the piano‘@ccompaniment
traverses a much more dizzying path of heights, depths, and turns thatlend the'story its most
cosmic elements. Seething arpeggiations constantly change direction and patternbeneath stable,
homophonic vocal lines, as if we are capable of commentary but may neveficomprehend the
narrator's truths. However, Sysko makes one beautiful truth selfsewidefits Everything written into
existence; lands, skies, oceans, and stars, was done in love. Ultimatelyithis memory will carry us
into a new age. But, for our part in understanding the journey, time has the answer: "the end
eludes even you."

Text

This is how the story ends—
a narrative I've written

so long, the pen pulses

in my hand.

Blood courses down in magiélines,
swirls and signs my name
a million times.

No one would think this

story wasn't mine,

but my paper's been bewitched,
cursed blank and whité;

where I'd rendered landsand skies,
oceans as deep and wide

Will you sail with me
to where the sea and sky meet in
a line blue and wide?

We'll use the stars to guide us
where horizons tantalize
yet we'll never, ever arrive.

Because the end eludes even you.
Because what I've written

is indelible, true.

It's love's strongest proof.

My hand sails across the page
of memory.

as truth in magi¢lines
swirl and sign my:mame
a million times.

A ship as sturdy, strong and fleet as time.
Let the wind billow us into a new age.

Where we'll hold the tale within our minds,
What if I write us a passage a message inside you and me,
on a ship as stealth and sturdy until what was floats back
as time? to the beaches of our rhymes.

—L.J. Sysko (b. 1975)
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About the Composer

As a prolific writer of vocal and instrumental music, Daniel Elder (b. 1986) ties these genres
together to create forms and aesthetics that are at once lyrical and textural, drawing its roots
particularly from the impressionist movement. Critics have hailed his works as “deeply
affecting” and "without peer," with emotional evocations ranging from lush lyricism to jagged
polyphony. Daniel’s compositions have earned recent recognition from The American Prize, The
Simon Carrington Chamber Singers, Cantus, and many others, including a regording by the
Grammy-award-winning Eric Whitacre Singers made at Abbey Road,St art of their 80th
Anniversary Anthem Competition. The first commercial album of DNM

orks, "The
Heart's Reflection: Music of Daniel Elder," was released in October 2

stminster Choir
College (Princeton, NJ) and Naxos of America, and debuted at #53 he overall classical

Billboard chart. Daniel currently resides in Nashville, TN as affull-time freelance composer. He is
published around the world by renowned houses such as C @ >, Edition Peters, GIA
Publications, Walton Music, and others, while also self-publi o

through J.W. Pepper and SMP Press. More information may be found at

newest releases directly
www.danieleldermusic.com. E
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